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A Gulde for To-day.

It has been the view of American states-
men of the highest eminence and responsi-
bility, notably the Hon. James (1. BLAINE
and the Hon. FrREpERICK T. FRELINGHUY-
8EN, that the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty was
long ago deprived of its original valldity
through England’s own acts of violation.
Believing this to be true, and knowing
that that unfortunate convention was A
badge of American weakness, these sterling
patriots devoted their official power and
energy to giving to their conception of tha
case the diplomatic weight that should
cause it to provail, and make the Clayton-
Bulwer Treaty fade out of consideration
without a ripple of disturbance.

The Clayton-Bulwer Treaty was a blunder
second only to that which missed putting
the boundary line between the United States
and Canada at latitude 547 40,

Suppose, however, that BLAINE and FRE-
LINGHUYSEN had been mistaken in their
viewof this important question, and that the
Clayton-Bulwer Treaty is actually as full of
lite as ever. Would American statesman-
ghip, as the time approaches for the actual
work of building the Nicaragua Canal, have
befora it a duty more plain, more positive

and more urgent than to obtain the
Clayton Buiwer Treaty's abrogation, so
that the canal might ba American in

ownership and in control as well as Ameri-
can ip name?

To accomplish this, the State Department
would be bound to strain every resource of
pational resolution and influence.  And,
while engaged in its task, it would be re-
quired to preseng a8 unwavering a front ine
opposition to the Construction Lobby
clamoring for the building of the canal on
any terms, as to the British Forelgn Office
hesitating to yield the advantages it had
gained fromus in our years of feebleness,

The Significance of the Palace Revo-
lution at Pekin.

When a telegram, sent from Pekin on Jan,
256, announced that a boy nine years old
pamed Ju CHUN had been designated asthe
heirto the throne of the Celestial Empire,
and that the present Emperor, Kwanag 8v,
was expected to abdicate in his favor, con-
flicting explanations of the incident were
forthcoming. Tha Chinese Minister at
Washington was disposed to minimize the
importance of the transaction, and denied
that it portended any change in the foreign
or domestle policy of his country. On the
other hand, despatches from Shanghal
deseribed the appointment of an heir-ap-
parent and the intention imputed to the
Empress Dowager of deposing the reigning
povereign and assuming the functions of
Regent as a decisive vietory for the reac-
tionary party, a victory regarded with favor
by the Manchus dwelling in China, but dis-
tasteful to the Chinese proper and espe-
cially to the natives of the relatively enlight-
ened southern provinees. The latter inter-
pretation of the palace revolution turns out
to have been correct, for, after some hesita.
tion, the Empress Dowager has shown her
hand, and, according to a telegram pub-
lished this week, she has caused an edict
to be issued, rescinding the measures pre-
viously taken with a view to vduvati.nnul
reform, and declaring that the Confucian
classies shall henceforth, as of old, econ-
stitute the only subjects at the official ex-
aminations of candidates for posts in the
Chinese civil gervice,

That the death, deposition or compulgory
abdication of Kwana Sv, who is still the
nominal ruler of China, will soon follow
the selection of his successor is probable
enough. Such an event will surprise no-
body familiar with the unserupulous career
of the Empress Dowager. It is well known
that Ts1 AN is the only surviving widow of
the Emperor Hiex Fuxa, who died in 1861,
and was succeeded by his only son, Tuxa
CHE. The Chinese Minister at Washington
must have been incorrectly reported when
he was made to say that Prince Tvax, the
father of the boy Ju CHUN, now made heir-
apparent, is a son of HieN Frya, That
Bovereign, as we have sald, left but one
son, and Prince Tvax must be a son of
KwaNag Su's the Emperor
Taov Kwaxa, who “ascended on high" in
1850, It may be remembered that Tvsa CHE
was only five years old when he nominally
succeeded his father, Hiex Fuya, and that,
for the following twelve vears, the GGovern-
ment was in the hands of the two Empresses
Dowager, of whom Tsi AN, the actual ruler
of the Middle Kingdom, is the survivor, In

1878, Tuxa CHE attained his majority and
began ostensibly to rule, but he died with-
out issue in 1870 under circumstances that
cast suspicion upon the present Empress
Dowager. As, by the law, a Chinese
Emperor's heir must be youngzer than he
from whom the inheritance comes, TuNg
CHE, having no youngerbrothers, had to be
succeeded by one of the sons of his father's
younger brothers.  Of these brothers
there had been five, HieN Fosa himself
being the fourth of the

predecessor,

i

sons of the

Emperor Taov Kwana,  The choiee of the
Empresses Dowager fell on the infant =on
of the Prince of Chung, seventh son of
Taov Kwanag, which infant son became

Emperor under the name of Kwasa St

.\flt‘l' a minority \\'hh'h,‘n varions pres-
texts, was unusually protracted, KwasaG St
was permitted by the present Empress
Dowager, who, after the death of her
co-regent, had been solo mistress of China,
80 assume the sovercignty. No sooner
ell he evinee, Lowever, a determination
to reorganize the Chinese svstem  of
education Ly the adoption of Western
methode and ideals, than he wus com-

pelled by a revolution within the palace to
fnvite the Empress Dowager to leave her
retirement and to coédperate with him in

his imperial functions,

This compulsory
fovitation was regarded as tantamount to
abdication, and the Einpress Dowager has
been since, us she was before Kwasag Se's
accession, the virtual ruler of China, It
seems, however, that she feels insecure so
long as Kwanag Sv lives, and it has been
predicted that we would soon hear of his
death. Asa matter of fact, the Emperor's
pror health and alleged inability to cone
duct the bus'neu of State, is the pretext

given for the appointment of Ju CHUN, the
nine-year-old son of Prince TUAN a8 the
helr-apparent.

How are foreign powers likely to be
affocted by an ineident which, apparently,
consolidates the power of the Empress
Dowager for many years to come? The
question may be answered if we note which
powers are likely to be benefited by the trie
umph of the reactionary party in China.
Obviously, those European States which
have already combined to dismember
China - we refer, of coumsse, to Russia, France
and Germany -cannot desire their victim's
political, economical and military regeners
ation. Against a regenerated China, the
dismembering process eould be carried
no further, and even the fragments already
seized might have to be surrendered. On
the other hand, the United States,
Great Britaln and Japan, which hooestly
desire the maintenance of the * open door,”
would have mueh to gain if China should
follow Japan's example and become thor-
oughly reorganized upon European prin-
ciples. 8o clearly, indeed, is it for the
interests of those foreign countries, which
desire to stop the mutilation of China, that
the Chinese party of progressand its friends
in the Imperial family should not be annihi-
lated, that the Mikado is said to have been
urged by Chinese reformers to interpose
through diplomatie channels in behalf of
the unfortunate Kwaxa Sv. The fact that
the Chinese Emperor's appointment of an
heir has not yet been succeeded by an
announcement of his death may be possibly
due to the Mikado's intercession.

There is reason to apprehend that the
palace revolution at Pekin, which has put
an end to the prospect of stimulating
changes in Chinese educational methods,
may prove unfavorable to the railway
projects to which European and American
capitalists have, of late, given a good deal
of attention, Meanwhile, however, wo learn
by a telegram from Pekin, dated Feh, 12,
that, owing perhaps to Japan's interven-
tion tha Emperor KwaNa Sv is not yet
dead, but will on Feb. 19 go through the
form of holding a diplomatie reception.

An Extraordinary Legacy From the
Wilson Revenue Act.

Here ia a story of the nullification of law
by the Executive Dapartment of the United
States Government, and of consequent
wrong to many American citizens, which
wo believe to be without parallel in the
record of legislation. The case has all the
elements of public interest,

When the Wilson Revenue bill of 1894 was
enacted in the second term of President
CLEVELAND, Mr. CARLISLE was the Secre-
tary of the Treasary. The Wilson bill raised
the beverage tax on aleohol from ninety
cents a proof gallon to $1.10, The increass
was advocated and enacted as a revenue
measure,

But aleohol not only entersthe asoph-
agus as a beverage; it algo enters as a
raw material into the products of aumer-
ous American manufacturing industries,
products for export as well as for domestie
consumption, To force the American
manufacturer to pay for the aleohol
which he uses in the arts or in medicinal
preparations a beverage tax of nine
hundred per cent. or more, for that is what
it amounts to, was 8o manifestly unjustand
against public policy, that special provigion
was made for the legitimate interests of
the manufacturer in Section 61 of the
Wilgon Act. This section waa added to the
bill during ite passage through the Senate,
at the instance, if we remember rightly, of
Senator HoARr of Massachusetts, It was in
force until July 3, 1888, when Congress
repealed it:

“Any manufacturers finding it necessary to nse
alcohol tn the arts, or in any medicinal or other like
compound, may use the same under regulations
to be prescribed by the Bacretary of the Treasury, and
on satisfying the Collector of Internal Revenues for
the district wherein he resides or carries on busi-
ness that he has complied with such regulations and
has used such alcohol therein, and exhibiting and
delivering up the stamps which show that & tax has
been paid thereon, shall be entitled to receive from
the Tr asury of the United States a rebate or repay-
ment of the tax so paid.”

We have given the exact langnage of the
section, because the surprising situation
which has ensued depends upon the techni-
cal construction of the words, and not upon
any question of equity or disputed facts,
Under this distinet statutory provision,
this contract between the United States
(overnment and the American manufactur-
ers, the latter proceeded to buy and use
such aleohol as they needed in $heir respec-
tive industries, paying temporarily, as they
thought, the nine hundred per cent. tax
thereon. In not a single case, it is said,
was the price to the consumer raised on
accopnt of the apparent increase in the cost
of alcohol, On the contrary, manufact
urers reduced the prices of their products,
and in many instances actually sold them
at cost, relying for their profit upon the
rebate of the alcohol tax, which the law
plainly promised them,

They never got a cent of that rebate, In
gpite of the mandatory direction to the
Secretary of the Treasury to prepare the
regulations under which the tax tempo-
rarily collected should be returned to the
manufacturers, Mr. CARLISLE refused to
execute the law,

The excuse given for his astonishing pol-
ey of nullification was that there was no
specifie appropriation to enable the Inter-
ternal Revenue Bureawtosupervise properly
the use of alcohol in the arts. It has been
shown since that this pretext was wholly
without foundation. The appropriations
forthat year included §1,700,000 for sula-
ries, beside $1,900,000 for miscellaneous
expenses, and every dollar of the same was
available for the performance, of the duty
which Section 1 of the Act of 1804 de-
volved upon the Secretary. Section 42 of
the Revenue Act of 1800 provided in simi-
lar although less mandatory terms for the
preseription of regulations to enable the
American wine makers to enjoy their legal
cxemption from a taxon thealeohol used by
them to fortify their wines, There was no
specific appropriation in that case, either;
yot Soceretary Winposm promptly exeented
the law, as wa< his duty, and it has been
executed ever since down to the present
duy. Mr. CAkLIsLE was the first and only
Secretary of the Treasury who ever under-
took tovetoasection of atax law enacted by
the Congress Constitutionally invested with
the power to say what shall be taxed and
what exempted from taxation, He was the
first Secretary of the Treasury to setup the
theory that the ultimate power of taxation
or exemption is with the offiver charged by
a law with the execution of that law

LISLE can only be conjectured, Did the
Secretary partake of the fiercely BUspicious
hostility to the American manutactuper
which his principal, President CLevepasp,
had confessed in 80 many of his OSSN LOS
and speeches? Or was it the obvions in-
adequacy of the Wilson Actto raise revenye
enough to meet the necessary publie ex.
penditures that impelled Secretary Cag-

The real reasons influencing Mr. Cak- |

Lisue, in deflance of law and of manifest
right, to hold on to the slx or seven mils
lions which the manufacturers paid in os a
watter of form, In good faith, under Sec.
tion 61, on the strength of thelr Govern-
ment's promise to retuin them the money
thus paid?

These questions are of historical and
psychological interest only. The Cleveland
Administration impounded the mtanufacturs
ers’ aleohol tax by a process for which em-
hezzlvment scarcely geems too harsh a term,
and the wronged and amazed manufact-
urers turned naturally to the courts for
rellef. A test case was made up in the form
of a suit brought in the Court of Claims by
the Messrs. R. DuNuap & Co, the New
York hatters, for the return of about
$7,200 pald in Internal revenue taxes on
alcohol used by them in their business of
hatmaking while Section 81 wase in force,
The Court of Claims found for the claimant
on all questions of fact as to the use of the
aleohol and the payment of the tax, but
dismissed the petition on the purely tech-

.nieal ground that because the rebates were

to be paid only on alcohol used *under
regulations to be prescribed by the Secre-
tary of the Treasury,” the alcohol had not
been 80 used, Seorotary CARLISIE having
failed to prescribe regulations, and there
could be no recovery,

Then the test case was appealed to the
Supreme Court. Theappellants were repre-
sented by distinguished counsel, among
whom was the Hon. Josern H. CHOATE
The broader Constitutional aspects of the
@ estion were ably presented, but were not
taken into consideration by the Court. It
would not ba profitable to discuss here
the opinion by which the BSupreme
Court, by a bare majority of one, four
Justices dissenting, held that the original
failure of Secretary CARLISLE o respect
the mandatory provision of Section 61
constituted a technical barexeluding these
manufacturers from the remedy which is
equitably theirs in the opinion of all men,
and which would be legally theirs if the
Secretary had obeyed the law,

A petition for a rehearing in the case of
RoserT DUsnap & Co. has been denied.
Another test case has been prepared, in
which the American Aristotype Company is
to represent the common intereats of all
the manufacturers who paid the alecohol tax
at beverage rates and have failed to get
their promised rebate.  And to prevent the
interposition a second time of the ghost of
Secretary CARLISLE, shutting out wronged
citizens from the remedy to which thay are
justly entitled, bills have been introduced
in both Houses of Congress, in the Senate
by Senator PLATT of Connecticut, and in
the House by Representative RUSSELL, pro-
viding as follows:

*That the failure of the Secretary of the Treasury
to prescribe regulations for the use of aleohol in tha
arts and in medicinal and other like compounds, as
required by Section 61 of the Revenue Act of Aug,
28, 1804, shall not operate as a defence on the part
of the United States, to any snit of a manufacturer
under said act bronght in any court of the United
States. "

It will be observed that this measure of
obvious justice appropriates no wmoney. It
merely opens the way to the adjudication
of legitimate and equitable claims of Ameri-
can manufacturers in twenty or more
branches of industry. They have paid into
.he Treasury six millions or so, on the
pledge of the statute that the money
should be returned. Not one dollar of the
six millions was intended by Congress
to be withheld by the Government
from its rightful owner. The money
is locked up in the Treasury solely
by tha technical proposition that the
failure of an executive offlcer to prepare
regulations is a bar to recovery. It must
be bornein mind that when the recent taxes
for war revenue wore imposed by law and
fell so largely on these same manufactue-
ers of proprietary articles, the Government
held that the delay in issuing regulations
was no bar to the legality of the taxesor to
the practical collection of the same, Itisa
rule that should work both ways,

The bill ought to be reported promptly
and passed unanimously, We do notsee how
any Senator or Repressntative can fail to
sre the importance of asserting the princi-
ple that the taxing poweris with Congress,
and that with Congress, and not with the
Secretary of the Treasury, 18 the decision
a8 to what shall be taxed and what ex-
empted, Nor do we see how any honorable
man in Congress can vota to make the
United States Government the embezzler
of tive or six million dollars properly be.
longing to private citizens of the United
States,

“Spirita’” Without Intelligence.

The silly triviality of the “communica-
tions " through Mrs., PIPER, upon which
Prof. HysLop relies as evidence of aspiritual
existence, does not lesson their value as
such proof in the estimation of a corre.
spondent of THE SUN of yesterday. It is
noticeable, however, that they are only a
few hits among many failures of the '‘me-
dium,"” as confessad by him, to identify in
any way the alleged spirits by everyday
details of the sort. Inasmuch as these so-
called communications with the other
world have been going on now for fifty
years, it is rather remarkable that the
thousands of *' spirits " consulted have not
by this time got along further than such
childish methods of revealing themselves.
They have made no progress in the art since
#ie days of the Fox sisters, and Mrs, P1-
PER'S “‘communications” to Prof. HysLop
are even in the lowest plane of intelligence
of any which we can recall,

Nothing in the whole volume of * spir-
itualistic"” revelations from the beginning
is suggestive of an intelligence superior
to mortal knowledge or which even ap-
proaches that of human beings of average
intellectual  capacity. If Prof. Hysnop's
“apirit " father conld think of no morecons
vincing wayofidentifying himself to hisson
than by making inquiries about his pen-
knife, hisbroken fence, lis delinquent taxes,
his neighbor s dogand other matters of the
sort pither the deceased gentleman has rot-
rograded mto childishness in the spiritual
gtate or the son musthave been humbugged
by the " medinm ™ and her manager,

If spirits had found a way of communi-
eating with mortals, they would have con-
vinced everybody of the reality of their o x-
istence long before this, unless they have
Jost in the “spirit world " everyspark of
the intelligenee they had on earth,  Aecord-
ingly, we must conclude either that Prof.
Hysror has been fooled by Mrs, Preen and
M. Hopasos, or that there is a decadenco
of intelligence in the other world so great
that the inhabitants are not far removed
from idioey. '

It is remarkable, too, that while the most
trivial incidents of thelr earthly existenee
retain foremost importance {n the interest
of the spirits,” they exhibit no such inters
est in their life In the shadowy world.

! When a man travels to a new and strange

country, ahout which everybody is full of
curiosity, he is interested ratherin what he
sees and experiences there than in the
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vulgar Incidents of the life at home he left
behind him. If he communicates with his
friends or the public he tels of what
Is happening to him in the novel
scenes where he (s, not of what he
used to eat for breakfast before he
went away. But the ''spirits” do noth-
ing of the sort. Passing from a material
to ¢a Immaterial existence would seem to
be a journey which would absorb the
thought and attention of the traveller, so
that, being full of it, he would bhe sure to
describe the new and strange world to his
triends who remained tied down by natural
conditions, whenever ha had the oppor-
tunity to communicate with them; with the
result that by this time, from thousands of
“'spiritual communications,” weo should
havo a pretty accurate map of the spiritual
world and a great mass of most Interesting
information concerning its inhabitants and
the manner of their lives. The '‘spirits,”
however precise may be their remembrance
of even the pettiest details of their long-
past earthly existence, do not seem to have
been enough Impressed by the incidents
of thelr present existence to refer to them
at all. Their highfalutin general talk about
it tolls no more than the feeblest imagina-
tions among them might easily have con-
ceived before they disd.

Of course, such witnesses can have no
standing with sensible people. They are
too dull and stupid to go on the witness
stand. The testimony which comes through
the ‘ mediums,” instead of furnishing
evidence of an intelligent personal existence
beyond the grave, tendarather to convince
anybody believing it that intelligence, as
wo know it, passes away at death. Mr.
HopasoN, Mrs. PIPER'S manager, I8 a
clever fellow, Why does he not teach her
to do better?

Why Not the Welland?

While the Hon., Jouy Hay was getting
from Great Britain all that he asked, why
did he not procure the neutralization in
time of war as in time of peace, of the
important littlo waterway known as the
Welland Canal ?

Why did he not persuade Great Britain to
join with us in guaranteeing that the Wel-
land Canal shall be open to the warships of
England's enemy in time of war to which
England 1s a party ?

It is true that the Welland Canal isin one
sense a part of Great Britain's coast line,
So will the American isthmian canal be part
of ours.

The Money-Making Moth,

The hearings before the Gypsy Moth In-
vestigation Committee of the Massachu-
setts Legislature continue to show that
humor and a frugal mind have not departed
from Massachusetts, The humorists pald
to exterminate the moth spared it and
themselves, and diffused a genial light of
comic opera over all their operations. A
Woburn inspector of gypsy moths and
gypsy moth destroyers testifled that a
hearing had been packed by the latter, who
take great Interest in having the “work”
continued. At this hearing the Mayor of
Woburn made an impassioned speech In
favor of going on with the work. Thoe
witness heard him say after the hearing
that he was grateful he ' had not been
asked to describe a gypsy moth, as he could
not tell one from an elephant.”

The inspectors and the men liked to
unbend. Sometimes they would chase
squirrels. Sometimes they would play
cards. Plepty of leisure for us and of mercy
to the moths seems to have been the motto
of the force. One special inspector told
his men that a committee of the Legisla-
ture was coming to visit '“the work.” Bo
he kept a part “for exhibitlon purposes,”
not allowing the men to clear it. The com-
mitten saw the moths and was duly
impressed,

A South Boston witness who had '‘loafed
away his time" while on ‘' the work," sald
that one officer of high degree was on a
vacation most of the time—which was the
proper spirit. Prying “spotters” who fol-
lowed the workmen of the ' work,” were
stoned or ‘rocked,” as the more classic
phrase ia. In a place in Waltham the
destroyers fleeted the time as in the golden
age, drenching themselves with cider all
day long. Naturally these fortunate labor-
ors ‘‘don't want the moth destroyed.”
They do work faithfully at wood cutting
sometimes, however, a hablt which oen-
tributes curiously to the widening of the
moth territory, as this testimony shows:

“Joax J, Haypex of Barlington b ad asked what a
moth looked like. Ho wanted to get some to put on
his placeif the committes’'s men wonld cut his wood
for him.* Joserit Maaving of Woburn had asked the
same question, and the next year his place was
found to be {nfested,’”

Thus the farmer gets his wood cut free
and the destroyer gets occasional labor to
distract his leisure; and the gypsy moth is
“planted " cleverly here and thaere,

To complete the happiness of the scene,
the questions to be asked in the civilservice
examinations were given heforehand to
candidates for a place in the “work;" and a
former employee said that he had been dis-
charged for trying to cure an ulcerated
tooth with whiskey. Doubtless it was felt
that cider was the only justiflable drink in
an occupatior. 8o essentially idyllic as that
of "exterminating " the gypsy moth.

The Hon. Jiym JoNES of Arkansas has his
usual quartan faver of hopsfuiness, and is pre-
dioting freely. " The trend of politieal events
i« distinetly favorahle to Demoeracy,” says
hopeful Joxes. We congratulate him upon
nequiring  that  beautiful  word “trend.,”
Hundreds of men live, in apparent happin ess,
upon that word. It will be a comfort to Mr.
Joves in the dark days of November. At the
snme time, we would respeectfully ask him to
consider the merits of "initiative and refer-
endum.” It has helpad In some cases where
even "trend "' has failed.

We understand that in imitation of the
Topelhn oxperlment to be made by the Rev,
Mr. Snrrpoy, Gen, SaMpo Bowrks will, on
:\lnrﬁ 15, put his Sprogfic’d Republican into
the hands of a syndicate of thinkers composed
of the Hou. Gamarigrn Braprorn, the Hon.
pDaxier. H. CHAMBERLAIN and the Hon.
WinLiaM Lroyp GaruisoN, For one week
these somewhat militant friends of man will
write everything in the paper. By this means
(iet. BowLES hopes to get rid of a few thousand
of the letters with which they choke him at
present. Bat ten dally newspapers, each with
ten pages as large as all New FEngland,
would not sufMico to hold tha epistolary output
of Mr. BRADFORD alone.

sustains the Molineux Verdiet,
To tne Epitom of TR Sux—Sr- Allow me to

suggrat to all those who were not in accord with
the Molinenx verdict that they should not let the

aympathy they feel for the Genera! and his wife |
cause them to forget that thers wers 2,200,000
words of testimony taken before those twelve |
cgoud men and trne” and the aversge man read
Jesa than 1 per cent of this amount, and that
wociaty demands the protection just giveu them |
Ly these mely 8t grest personal sacrifice to them-
selves as well as to the families dependent apon
hem.

$ In my opiaion & reversal of this verdict would
have s very mo al eflect n futare juries. who
would consider the antagonism of public vpinion
when rendering their decision. FROTRCTION
New Yoms, Veb. A0

! Molineax, do some or all of severalotherthings
L'

Wniw alan *

LURD KOBERTS ON THE MOVE,

Lord Roberts has at length begun his opera-
tions for the relief of Kimberley in the manner
anticipated yosterday. A comprehensiveturn-
fog movement commenced on Monday by
the seizure of Dekils Drift on the Riet River
west of Jacobsdahl by Gen. Franch whose name
appéars for the first time as being In ecommand
of the mountoed division formed from the regu-
lar cavalry and mounted Colonial contingents
with horso artillery. Gen. French appears
to have moved on Tuwsday from Dekils Drift |
on to Kip  Drift twenty-Ave miles distant
on the Modder River with the malno body of his |
force, having sont one of his three brigades to ‘
mako a felnt at Rondeval Drift, four miles wost
af Kiip Drift. Rondeval Drift was svized, as |
also a drift between it und Klip Drift, The
force that crossed at the latter occupied the
hills north of the Moddor River, eapturing
three of the Boer laagers: the brigade sent to
Rondeval Drift (s reportod to have captured
two others. From the description given of
Gen. French's movements their rapidity ap-
pears to have taken the Boers by sur-
prise, as no fighting of any consequenca
seams to have taken place, and the capture of
80 many of their camps seems to indicate that
the commandos to which they belonged wero
absent in some other diraction. The Bixth In-
fantry Division was at Waterval on the north
alde of the Riot River, moving up in support of
the cavalry, and the Seventh Division was at
Deklls Drift ready to go forward. No details
are yot to hand of the composition of these new
organizations, there having heen apparently a
complete disiooation of the old commands, and
ageneral reorganization for the special work
Just undertaken.

The trying character of the marchingts il-
lustrated by the fact that the first day four
officers and Afty-three men had to be sent
back in ox-wagons to the railway, prostrated
by heat exhaustion.

The object of this new movement is ap-
parently to gain possession of the direct road
from Jucobsdah! to Kimberley, so avoiding the
strongly fortifiad Boer positions on the
originally Iptonded line of mareh from
Modder River Camp. The distance of Kiip
Drift, where Gen. French has crossed the
Modder River, to Kimberley is about
twenty miles, and there is no information to
lead to the belief that the Boers have any In-
tronched positions on that road except their
works Immediately round Kimberley. Assum-
ing that the immediate objective of Gen.
Franch is Kimberley, there is no reason why
the reliaf of that place should not be effected
in the next day or two, unless the Boor Gen-
eral {s able to recover from tho flrst surprise
and has the force to arrest the forward
march of the British column.

The Boers that have been holding the posi-
tions between the Modder River Camp and
Kimberlay are now entirely cut off from their
ecommunications with Jacobsdahl, from where
they derived the bulk of their supplies, and if
they do not succend In arresting Gen. French's
advanee, will have to retire to the westward
and leave the way open for A movement up the
rallway line from Madder River Camp to Kim-
berley. The raported axpulsion of the loyal in-
habitants from Barkly West was probahly car-
ried out in view of the possible abandonment of
the investment of Kimberley: and should it ba
unable to return Into the Free State south of
Kimberley, Gen. Cronje's force must fall back
to the northwest by the road from Radloff to
Barkly West across the Vaal River, or round to
the north of Kimberley {f the British mountad
troops are not ahead of Iit.

The first impression resulting from a careful
examination of the situation as conveyed in
Lord Roberts's despatches is that the Boers
have been caught at a serlous disadvantage
trom which they will have considerable trouble
in extricating themselves, and that it the con-
ditions permit Gen. French to continue his
movements with the same celerity that he has
exscuted those of tha first two days, a long
step has been taken toward transferring the
fleld of operations into the Transvaal territory
proper. The Free State has now been
definitely invaded at two points, by Gen.
French and by the occupation of Zoutpan
Drift by the troops from Orange River Bridge
Camp. The accounts from the Bour side of the
events aince Monday will be of great interest
and enable a clearer judgment to be formed of
the protable results of Lord Roberts's first
move

The next news from Rensburg and Bterk-
stroom should bring information of a change
in the situation at those points, as tha Free
State forces now across the Orange River are

likely to be called ou to move porth for the de-
guou of their own territory, especially as a

ritish movement into the southwest corner of
the Free Stata from the weat seems Ilkel}'.

Gen. Buller's retiremsnt behind the Tugela
appears complete, as his cavalry are raported
reconnoitring in the neighborhood of Spring-
field from where he moved his headquarters a
few days ago to Chieveley.

THE CONFICTION,

Indignant Inquiries of a Distinguished Wom-
an Produced by the Molineux Trial.

To tar Eptror or TRE Sunx—Sir: As to
atribunal ever accessible to appeals for justice,
the following inquiries are submitted, with the
earnest hope that you will give them respon-
sive consideration:

Is it possible, if no new trial is granted to
Roland M»slineux, that the voice of the peovle
will not be raised in effective protest at the
carrying out of the sentence to ba pronounced
on Friday?

Is it possible. as is alleged by certain legal
authorities, that the enormous sums of money
already expended (mainly on empirical and in-
eonclusive testimony brought by the prosecu-
tion) will become a potent factor to operate
against the granting of a now trial?

Is it possible that, although an accused per-
son 18 not, In law, compelled to bring witnesses
to prove his innocence, the jury's decision
{largely influenced by auch omisalon) will be
allowed to stand unchallenged by the uni-
versal sentiment for justice and for fair
play? .

Is it possible that the numberless infractions
of law, as also of decency, committed by the
prosecution will pass unscourged alike by the
prolession and by soclety at large?

1s it possible (pursuant of the abhove inqniry)
that no voles of indignant protest, of exasper-
ated senaibility, will be raised on the part of
womanhood ageinst the prosecuting attorney’s
most unmanly and malignantattack upon a
woman present at the recent trial, but, in
reality, nnconnectad with the case in hand, ex-
cept by the admission of unsupported evidence
at first ruled ont but afterward foisted in by
lawless violence? And, still pursuing this
question, I8 it possible that women (through
their silence on the subject) will allow the
precadent to creep in by which any one of their
number may. at any time, become the power-
less target for such calumuolous utterances as
mAay seem to serve best the purpose of a bana!
oratory that knowa not cven the name of
chivalry? Is it poasible thataline of treatment
and language which, ordinarily, tha Coart
would not vermit to be used n the case of a
known courtesan may pass unrebuked, when
tho sufferer is u deeply afMictad woman with
whose life and conduct the Court has repeated-
ly asserted it has nothing to do?

Is it possib/e?

New York, Feb, 13, T,

To tug Eprror or Tae Sun—Sir: The
perfect impartiality with which THE SUN pub-
lishes comments on the extraorlinary Moli-
pneux case helps to keep many minds free from
the eonfused condition some ure In who forget
the simple fact that no direct evidence has
been brought against the accused. Everything
offered by the prosecution begs a question;
and. curfously indesd, not the all-important
question, Did Molineux write certuin worls on
a certain plece of wreapping paper ? hut, Did e,

that were improper, or dastardly, or eriminal?
Partienlarity, mere opinion expert testiimony
s this and nothing more) was depended on to
confuse a case whare descriptive detalls of
chirngraphie configurations wearisomely ex-
tended themselves into a million words; but
shall a man go convieted of murder through
inference derived incidentally? A, B,

New Yoma, Feb. 14,

THE OVERSHADOWING QUESTION,

Publie Opinion Concerning American Con-
tro) of an American Oanal.

To tie Eptton or THE Sux—Sir:  As stated
in an editorial article in T BUN to-duy, some
of the advoeates of the surrender of Ameriean
control argue that the fortification of the Nlea-
ragua Canal would be (neffective agninst a
powerful enemy at war with the United Ntates.
The fact of the presence in the trenty of the

! clause hy which the United States agree to for-

feit their rikht In this respect is, it seems to
me, conclusive evidence that England doesn't
agreo with them,

The Administration is anxious that thetreaty
should pass. Now, it as it clalms, the right of
the United States to fortify the canal is a mat-
tor of minor importance, why do they not bend
their energies in an endeavor to induge
England to see it in that light, and have the
clause on this point omitted from the treaty,
instead of giving notice that the treaty must
stand or fall in ite present shape?

TiE BUN characterizes the treaty as a blun-
der. That is a charitable view to take of it. I
consider it a premeditated erime of stupendous
magnitude, the incentive being an uncontroll-
able iteh on the part of somebody hare to toady
to a country that is even now busily engaged
in strengthening its fortifications on every side
of us and is contemplating further steps In
that direction.

I trust that it wiil not be necessary for Re-
publieans to consider the alternative of voting
for the Democratic nominee in 1000, but that
the Administration will realize the condition of
affairs while there is yet time. REPUBLICAN.

NEw York, Feb, 14,

To tae Eprtor or Tae Bux—Sir: Your
foreible editorials on the Hay-Paunocefote
treaty cannot but awaken even the most in-
different and apathetic to the fact that the
safe-guarding of our national Interests im-
peratively demanda the defeat ot that conven-
tion in its present form. The oase is reallyso
simple that it seema almost absurd to argue
about it, but 1, for one, am desirous of
publicly signifying my approval of your editor-
Ial utterances on the suhjoct, and I trust you
wlll not fali to follow up the matter closely and
strengthen the impression you have already
made on the publie mind by further vigorous
and clear presantations of every phase of the
question.

It would seem almost Incredible that men in
Washington should ealmly contemplate and
help along such a stupendous piece of national
folly. Rather than that, may the canal projeot
be burled nevar to be resurreoted!

But T hope and trust that such newspapers
as yours will continue to flre brondsides of
common sense into the camps of {dlocy where
auoh achemes of surrender and humiliation
are being hatched out,  EmrLg PICKHARDT,

Istinaroxn, Mass, Feb, 13,

To TrE Lpitor or TRE Bux—Sir; Governor
Roosevelt {s right. If the United States is to
construct the Nicarsgua Canal and supply the
money to build it, then I say the United Btates
should control it and be at iiberty to close it in
time of war to an enemy, The idea of joint
control Is preposterous, Would England keep
the Straits of Gibraltar open to an enemy
in case of war, who by passing that way could
endanger her coast? The Monroe Doctrine is
too wall established and respectad by the peo-
p'e of thia country to parmit the ratification of
such an agreement as the Hay-Pauncefote
treaty now before the Renate. The people,
irregpective of party, will never eonsent to
have the United States invite any foreign gov-
ernment to join with us in the supervision of
any enterprise that Is purely American and
within the Western hemisphere,

The canal buflt by Americans will be a na-
tional monument and a national defence, and
we have no need of any forelgn government
tounite with us in the control of its affairs.
Under no cirsumstances should we open an
opportunity to any foreign power to interfere
in America.

The Monroe Doctrine, so dearly held by all
Americans, is In danger by the proposed Hay-
Pauncefote Treaty Our supremacy on the
American continent must be recognized. Let
our Senators take due notica,

New York, Feb, 12, Tomo BARGENTICH,

From the Topeka Capital,

Without a moment's hesitation the people are
saying let the Nicaragua Canal be built with
American money and be absolutely eontrolled
by the people who build it without restrictions
from any European power. No citizen of this
Republie objects to the canal belng neutral
to all the govornments of the world ene
cept In time of war. This canal, with sach
fortifications as our naval oMcers might
suggest, would greatly increase the strength of
our navy by uniting our fleets. If the United
States [s to remaln sovereign in power on this
continent, the waterway between the oceans
should be absolutely under the control of our
own Government, Tt Is said by those who
urge the ratifleation of the treaty fu its
present form that this nation can afford to
take Its chances with other nations in time
of war. To this it may be replied that
there is no reason for taking any chances,
and now is the time to sottle the queation,
The people of this country do not advoe
cate a narrow, selfish policy. They do not de-
mand the exclusive control of the canal except
during war with some other nation, For pur-
poses of trade and commercs it wil] be open to
the world at all times. The {dea of escorting
the flaet of an enemy through a canal which
our Govarnment had built so that it might at-
tack our coast cities on the Atlantie or Pacifie
and jrey upon our commerce will strike the
average citizen as preposterous, Our own
fleet pursuing the enemy through the canal at
such a time would not, under the treaty, be
permitted to follow for twenty-four hours,

From the Baltimore American.

This country Is not in need of help from any
European country, and not likely to be, unless
she quite her prosent poliey and plurges Into
the maelstrom of European politios, It js hu-
millating to be beserching Europe not to med-
dle witha purely American enterprise, especially
when that enterprise has not gotten beyond
the Imagination of the penole, and a site for it
has not beer selected, De Lesseps dug his
eunal across Suez and settlod the diplomatie
features long after the commerce of the world
had begun to pass through it. The safest plan
fato bulld a canal first, reserving all rights
To give away the latter haloro u Apade htu.
been struck into the soil may lead to serious
embarrassment hereafter,

Movements of Naval Vessels.

WasmiNGTON, Fob, 14.—The tralning ship
Lancaster, which left Caimnnera yesterday
arrived at SBantiago this morning and -lemrmi
later In the day for Cienfuegns
Civsar left San Juan, l‘u.-rln"lfu-o:rt'(l:d.?lr:“;n:
Culebra Island with a cargo of eoal for the

flag<hip New York. The trai
gahelaarrived at 8t Kitts m.r}li,r‘x:_z.uhlp Honon:

Volnme of ** Man With No Hoe*' Poems

To e Eprton orF  Tur Sux—Sir: Five days
820 THE St 5 published wy note offering to read all
pocta written for “The Man With the Hoe'* contest
with reforence to their publication. Already rnmlu?;
have reached me to make a volume Many of them
wre good; some are geris. Before vsing them I want
to see svery one of the nnwuccesstul contributions
and I will ask that they be sent an early as March 1'
I will auain make the promise conalned inmy nr.i
note, namely, to communicato with each writer be.
fore any use is niade of his or her poem.
Mantie I Brvuoe, M. D,

Feb. 12

Bruitienoro, Vi

A Work for Wamen,

To tae Epiton or Tur Niorc AL tmes
machis said in public prints about the nability of
Women to earn a respectable living with EARG OF Com -
patative comfort. Here is an opportunity for some
women to do so. Ahout a year ugo 1 received a
printed cironlar that Teould have my picture fea
v ogided in the hest inannuer witho i removin T;:
#aine fron iny house. 1 aent for the wowan (or ady
it you prefer) and gave herseveral to regild, which
have turnen out eutirely satisfactory ll‘wmu; her
Lo come & tew days awo and do somne mors, when [
received a polite call from her, at which she re.
gretted her inability to execute my new order in<ide

of four months, havin
L ORT KBNS & booked sv 1nany orders in

New Youx, Feb. 13, 2

Suy

AR Vi S R "‘w e

v

MRS, PIPER AND PRCY. JAMES,

Tales of & Rug, a Crib and n Gray-White
Cat Gravel the Paychologist.

To tae Eptrok or THE BUN—Sir; As astus

dent of psychical research Iam distressed by

! the (neredullty evident in your e litorial arti:le

on "'A Professorship for Mrs, Piper.” ifyouars
not convinced Ly Prof. Hyslop of the supers
natural supernormality of Mra, Piper, let mo
onll another witneass, Prof. Willlam Jumes ot
Harvard, the eminent psychologist gn«l anti-ime
perialist. For him Mrs. Piper did wondoriul
things. Forexample:

She told of my killing a gray-white cat with ether,
aud described how it had “spun round and round”
before dying.

She was strong on the events in our nursery, and
gave striking sdvice during our visit to her about
the way to deal with certain “tantrums” of our seos
ond child—"little Billy Boy,” as she called him, re-
producing his nursery name. She told how the crid
creaked at night, how a certain rocking chatr croaked
mysteriously, how my wife had heard footsteps on
the stairs, &o.

She sald that we had 1ost receutly & rg and T
waistcoat. (She wrongly accused & person of steale
ing the mmg, which was afterward found in the
house.)

f. James admitathas
M'r:\.l T;?:r-'.””'c’:{r::'."-' 5:39 broken down, for
my own mind, the limits of the admitted order
of nuture?” _Iquote him from Andrew Lang's
“Making of Rellgion,” pp. 141, 150, Mr. Laung
snys:

It nsed to be admitted that, whan * possessed,”
Mrs. Piper would cheat when she could—that is t@
say, she would make guesses, try to worm informa
tion out of her aitter, describe a friend of his, alive
or desd, as “FA,” who may be Fdgar, Edmund, Ed
ward, Fdith or anybody. Bhe would shuffle and ree
peat what she had picked up in a former sitting with
the same person; and the vast majority of her
answers started from vague references to probable
facts (as that an elderly man is an orphan) and s®
worked on to more precise statements.

X otes Prof. Macallister as writin
g‘"{{ubﬁ:oqr n‘t‘ho *Prooeedings of the B, ’

She {s qnite wideawake enough all through te
profit by suggestions. 1 let her see a bloteh of {nk
on my finger,and she sald that I waa a writer. LA
Exocept the gueas about my sister Helen, who is alive,
there was not a single guess which was nearly right,
Mra. Piper is not anmsthetic,

During the so-called trance, and if you note my
private opinion, it is thet the whole thing is an
imposture, and a poor one.

ter had not_what Prof
Jn!? u:l l:.'mllfi ‘!{::"wl.l to belleve.” Prof. Hyslop
lm‘f Dr. aodnon have lots of that.

have it when you send your soul toward the
incredi PSYCHE,

glo.
New Yorrg, Feb. 13,

Appeal for the Christian Brothers.

To tax Epiror or Tre Bun—Sir: 1 have
received this letter from Brother Hill of Athy.
Will you kindly publish it?

*“My Dear M. Beavrin: I bave had many s
conference with Mr. Enowles of Athy as to the
best way of making our first appeal to the
public since our introduction in Athy in 1861 a
decided success, Mr. Knowles thinks with you
if you would make yoursel! the medium of
communication to further this object with our
kith and kin in the United Btates, being also
aware of your high personal regard for the
Rev. Bros. J. 8. O'Flanigan, T. J. Butler and
the late Bro. F. L. Holland and other Christian
Brothers who labored in Athy in the early '0s
and subsequently, I know that this will be
a labor of love to you.

“I need soarcely tell you, Mr. Bealin, that the
sole support of the Christian Brothers in Ire-
land comes from the people. In no pluce in
Ireland has the ideal system of education as
given by the Christian Brothers obtained a
greater triumph over the State, or so-called
*Model” aystem of education given by the Eng«
lish Government, than in Athy. The triumph
of the Christian Brothers is not yet complete,
and expansion is necessary in Athy, as “One
ward and Upward” is their motto,

*Curiously enough the English Governmont
{s at present waging a war of extermination
against the Boers in Bouth Africa because the
grievances of Outlanders are not redressed
within a very llmited time. The Irish people
have greater grievances and complained of
them for centuries and still there (s not a re-
mote hope of seeing such grievances remedied,

“Through you I appeal to the formar pupi.s
of the Christian Brothers and to other friends

of their system of education in the United
States for aid to carry out improvements {n tha
Christian Brothers' schools of Athy to carry
out an unequal contest in the department of
education, as they receive no State aid, their
system of education being denominational and
too racy of the soil to receive support from the
English Government.

“For the reasons set forth here, and for many
others, I shall ask you to extend your love and
fnfluence to make our grand drawing of prizes
asubstantial success by asking the ecolipera-

ion of our friends and countrymen in the
nited Btates. [ n)?:.ﬁ'ours respectfully,
“M. M. Hiry, Brother Director,

“ATHY, Jan. 21"

an. 21,

Brother Hill's letter appeals to every meme
ber of the Irish race the world over. Thne
story of how much the Brothers did for tha
youth of Ireland and how much they are doing
would fill volumes., At present every chi'd ate
tending thelr «chools {8 bein taught the his-
toric language of motherland, the Gnelie,

I will recelve any donations which friends
may desire to send, no_matter how smalil th
offering. Checks and Post Offlee orders shoul
be made payable to the order of the Rev, Bra,
Hill, Athy, County Kildare, Ireland.

- JoHN J, BEALIN,

30 Weat Twenty-ninth 8t,, NEw YORE,

Stinging Rebuke to Pottigrew,
From the Spirit of Dakata,

Iamin receipt, under the Senatorial frank, of @
eopy of one of R, F. Pettigrew’s recent fulminations .
In plain words, Mr. Pettigrew, Dakota is ashamed of
you; ashamed that & man so devoid of patriotism
should misrepresent her sentiment and stain hep
honor. ashamed with the keen, humiliating repuge
nance the Aposties felt toward Indas, the patriots ad
Yorktown for Benedict Arnold

And when you speak, sie, of “'the gicty boys from
Bouth Dakota who lost their lives, conseripted into an
wunwi'ling  gervice,”” you simply atter a lie  {
I have Jetters from many of the boys, wiitten from
San Francisco, when their ouly fear was lest they
be left behind; letters from Manila, when the fnsure
rection instigated by domeste traitors was ime
minent; letters written from the firing line
at Marilao, at Malolos, at Quingua Bridge, as
Calumpit, st Ran  Fernando: letters telling of
other letters written to uien in the ranks by
a Senator of the United States who could stoop low
enough to incite mutiny and counsel treason; lote
ters, Anzens of them, from the eighty who reenlisted
~in epite of the efforta of +  irself and your atettors
todebauch and dishonor them. 1 spenta mouth with
them at Ban Francsco—where you dared not go -
heard from thelr own lips their views on the war,
Aguinaldo and Pettigrew, conversed personally with
many who had withdrawn their applications for
discharge on learniug whose hand was working
the traitor's shell game. 1 huve Lad personal ine
tervicws with, or letters from, more than seventy of
those who 1eturned anxfous to go back to the cone
flict in a Dakota vetoran organ'zation,

At all times, in every place where I have met op
heard from them, they measured Ly your hetrayal
of Major Warne the depth of your interest in theip
welfare. Almost to a man they detcct, under the
ganze of hypoerisy, your sole purpose ty embarrasg
the Government and ald [ty enemies, and their o
tempt for such pertidy is boundted only by
capacity for contempt,

Fortified with evidence of the facts whereof [
write, as the father of one of thoss precions dead
of another who served out his time, reenli-ted, umi
{n still chiasing your model patriot through the june
gle.and as the friend of every true soldier, I resentthe
sacrilege, the (nsnlt toour denr dead, the vile slander
that could only be coneeived in the heart of & trattop
or ind ntterance at the lips of & liar, O. M. OsBON,

—————

The Way to Avold Heresy Trials.
From the Washington Post,

If clergymen who find that their beliefs have
ceased to harmonize with their ereel we ald quietly
step down and out, no heresy tr I, norany of ths
infelicitios attending them, would oy
Christian churches, secta

Ol
their

! There are
naddenominations eno

in this conutry to afford » largs and vnnrfl n.'\.l l”g;
selection for the dlseontentesd, Almost every pos.
Able variety of religlons belief is reprasente !t in'a
ereed around which a greater or loss number v;( 8 »‘u

cera helievars are banded togethier. And bw-x';--n
this amplitude of opportunity, the discontented
preacher has a clear right to start & new sect, In faot
his rights are many and important, but they do not
Include the right to betray his brethreu by violating
his ordination vows, They Kive him no 'urruﬁt »

remain in the pulpitasa f eAC
‘st which bis Chiureh n'..'&?..":'.ﬁ.'m-.."“‘ e

d
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